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From the Editor
Welcome to the 89th edition of the West Yorkshire National Trust
Volunteers’ newsletter.
Since the last newsletter, seven activities from the National Trust’s list of
“50 Things to do Before You’re 11 3/4” (in our case “30”, in time for the
Group’s anniversary in November) have been completed. You can see
photos of owl calling, discovering what’s in a pond, and more at:
www.wyntv.org.uk/socials/50things/index.html
Thank you to everyone who has helped put this newsletter together;
particularly Steve for his front cover photo of Pete from our Nunnington
task in February; Sylvia for her brilliant piece on the Lizard Wireless
Telegraph Station in Cornwall; Colin for providing the bowling report, and
also to everyone who has written a task report or taken a photo.
Contact details for tasks and socials are included in a separate
programme, which is emailed to members along with the newsletter.
If you’d like to send me anything for the next newsletter (due out at the
beginning of July), you can email me at
newsletter-editor@wyntv.org.uk.

Georgina

News, Reviews and Previews
From the Chairman: Individual Task Stats for 2012
Congratulations to all the above who qualified for either a 50-hour card
(10 tasks or over) or a 40-hour card (8 tasks) for working with us in 2012.
The 50-hour card gives you free entry into National Trust properties for
one year, plus a 20% discount in the shop and restaurants/tearooms: the
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40-hour card gives you free entry for one year. As a reminder, if you do
any other voluntary work for the Trust, such as room stewarding or
working weeks in another area of the country, please put them in the
task book on your return so I can add them to the year record and make
sure you are suitably rewarded. The Group did 25 task days in 2012 at an
excellent average of 14½ people per task and a total of 1,785 volunteer
hours.
As you will see from above, the ‘regulars’ put in their usual sterling effort
over the year, making sure we had more than enough people at every
task day to get the planned work completed. Top tasker for the second
year running was Steve Ellis, with an impressive 22 tasks. He would have
you believe that this is because he doesn’t have a life, but it is in fact,
because he, like many of us, is passionate about what we do. Overall,
fifteen people did over ten tasks, and another two over eight. Nice to see
James Archer back with us tasking again and completing twelve work
days when shifts allowed. Whether you managed just a few tasks or over
twenty, it all helps the Trust and is equally valuable so just come along
when you can. For their continued work in helping with the smooth
running of the Group, David Blackburn (Secretary), Fiona Foxton
(Treasurer) and Linda Jones (Task Organiser) all qualified for a 50-hour
card. Personal thanks also to Stuart, John and Georgina who as well as
making the odd task, also took care of the website, membership and
newsletter respectively.
Favourite tasks of the year for me: flag laying on Marsden (I
know...Marsden), patching Castlerigg3 stone circle, fencing at Hardcastle

and, of course, Cragside. Why not try and join us at a task sometime this
year—you’ll be more than welcome.
- Pete Hine, Chairman

Flag Laying at Marsden
(See: http://dayinthelifeofaranger.wordpress.com/2013/01/09/flaglaying-at-marsden-moor/)
Stuart has highlighted a blogpost from the NT Rangers for the North York
Moors, Coast and Durham area which may be of interest for those of you
who have been involved with the flag laying at Marsden:
Flag-laying at Marsden Moor | A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A RANGER
“Together with our seasoned volunteer Brian, Kate and I spent a day
travelling to the National Trust’s Marsden Moor estate... We were there
to lend a hand, using flagstones to create a footpath across the moor at
Black Moss…
“The stone flags are periodically airlifted to site by helicopter and the
path is created by laying the stones on the ground, literally ‘floating’ over
peaty or boggy ground. It’s a little tricky, as some of the
individual stones, or ‘flags’, can weigh up to a tonne each! A four person
team is needed using rollers, wedges, and bars to lever the flags into
position. All flags are butted up to each other lengthways if possible with
some needing additional support underneath using extra ‘clapper’ flags
in particularly boggy areas.
“The same method was used to construct traditional Packhorse tracks
and Pannier ways in the Pennines and adjacent areas such as the North
York Moors...
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“And despite it being a dreek day, we had a pleasant midday fly-by from a
flock of Pink-footed geese – later finding out that these same birds had
made their way to Morecambe Bay...”

150th anniversary of the
start of Cragisde...

Thanks to David for this, and page 6’s Hardcastle Crags, articles. The
article overleaf is from the Yorkshire Evening post:
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Website Additions
The WYNTV web site, www.wyntv.org.uk, recently gained a couple of
new features in the “For Members” section; a Photo Archive and a
Discussion Forum.
The Photo Archive is a collection of photos collected over thirty years. To
quote Pete, “The idea is not to hold all the photos we have taken, but is
more a collection of memorable days and highlights”. Photos are divided
up into folders for each work site and there is also a Socials folder. Photos
within a folder are roughly in chronological order. Clicking on a photo
causes a full-size version to open in a6 new window. As a relative

newcomer to the group I found it quite eye-opening seeing some of the
group’s early photos.
The second new addition to the web site is a Discussion Forum. This
makes it easy for members to take part in group discussions. These
discussions could be about absolutely anything. However, by its very
nature, they will tend to be about things of interest to WYNTV members.
For example, you may have an idea about a possible future social event,
a suggestion about how you think the website could be improved or you
may just want to inform other members about an up-coming nonWYNTV event. You can visit the forum as little or as often as you like and
you do not need to post anything; you can just read other peoples’ posts.
The first topic in the discussion forum is titled “Welcome to the WYNTV
members’ discussion forum” and directs you to some “Frequently Asked
Questions”. These attempt to answer all the common queries people
may have.
Both the Photo Archive and Discussion Forum are completely private.
They are only accessible to members who can enter the username and
password required to gain access. You should have already received an
email from Pete with these but if not, you can request a reminder from
the web site. Your web browser (Internet Explorer, Safari, etc) should
offer to remember these logon details for you. Feel free to let it do this
so that you don’t have to enter them every time.
If you have any questions about any of these new additions, feel free to
contact me, Stuart, either via the discussion forum, by email to
info@wyntv.org.uk or in person.
- Stuart

Website Stats
You may be interested in the following stats about visitors to the group’s
website, www.wyntv.org.uk.
During the whole of 2012, there were a total number of 1,480 visitors to
the web site. That’s an average of four per day. Each visitor stayed on
average 1 minute 38 seconds and viewed five pages. Twelve per cent of
visitors viewed the web site on a mobile device such as a smart phone or
tablet.
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Fifty-six per cent of visitors reached the site by searching for it, fifteen
per cent were referred to us by other websites and twenty-nine per cent
navigated direct to our web site. Of those who found us by searching,
ninety per cent used Google. Seventeen per cent of those visitors who
were referred to us from another website come from the National Trust
website, www.nationaltrust.org.uk.
The top five most popular pages were the Home page, the Programme
page, the Socials page, the Newsletters page and the Tasks page.
The busiest months for visitors were March and July. The quietest
months were April and August.
- Stuart

Correction
An entry in our November newsletter about the group’s anniversary
celebrations stated that the planned ceilidh would be in the Great Barn
at East Ridd—we’ll actually be in Airedale Barn.

Advance notice of Annual General Meeting
This year’s AGM will again be very kindly hosted by Chris and Fiona, in
Guiseley on Friday 17 May at 7.30pm. A combined business and social
event where you can have your say in how the group is run—everyone is
welcome; just call Chris and Fiona who can also advise you as to what
food/drink to bring.
Socials
Saturday 23rd March—Railway Children Walk, Haworth
A six mile circular walk starting at Haworth Station taking in many
locations from the film including the embankment where the landslip
occurred - red petticoats at the ready, and Oakworth Station - ‘Daddy, my
daddy.’ If you haven’t seen the film, why not?, or if you would like to
watch it again I have a copy you can borrow.
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The plan is to travel to and from Haworth on the Keighley & Worth Valley
Railway, leaving Keighley on the 1145 and returning from Haworth at
1539. If anyone would like to meet at Howarth Station, we arrive there at
12.05. Please bring a packed lunch.
Please let me know if you would like to come and whether you will be
joining us at Keighley or Haworth.
- Steve

Saturday 13th April—Brewery Trip, Copper Dragon, Skipton
On Saturday 13th April we are proposing a trip to the Copper Dragon
Brewery at Skipton (http://www.copperdragon.uk.com/). The trip will
include a one hour tour of the brewery (at 12noon), followed by a meal
in the Bistro. The tour will cost £10/person and includes either a pint, or
two halves, of a beer of your choice. The tour is limited to around 20, so
email Pete (p.j.hine@leeds.ac.uk) if you would like to come along.
- Pete
Sunday 12th May—Canal Boat Trip, Snaygill, Skipton
We have a provisional booking for two days boats booked for Sunday 12th
May from our usual start point of Snaygill Boats, Skipton (http://
www.snaygillboats.co.uk/) . Each boat takes a maximum of 10 people, so
20 in total. If we get more than 20 people then I will keep a reserve list in
case someone drops out. I will also give those on the reserve list first call
the next time we go on the canal, or maybe even book another boat later
in the season. The hire is from 9.30am to 4.30pm and will cost around
£14/person depending on numbers. Email Pete (p.j.hine@leeds.ac.uk) if
you are interested in coming along.
- Pete
Friday 21st June—Pub Meal, The New Inn, Scarcroft
Please give Pete a call if you’d like to join us for this social, on the A58
Leeds to Wetherby road: http://www.vintageinn.co.uk/
thenewinnscarcroft/
9

NT Properties to Visit
Pink Painted Lizard

Visiting the Lizard Wireless Telegraph Station in Cornwall last summer, I
was struck by two things: the crude simplicity of this NT ‘property’ given
its place in history – and the somewhat incongruous pink painted
toenails of our NT volunteer guide, casually dressed in shorts and opentoed sandals. (The focus of my gaze must have been apparent as he later
made a half-apologetic reference to ‘Jubilee celebrations’ by way of
explanation.)
The Telegraph Station is perched high on the cliffs a short distance from
Lizard Point – the most southerly point on the British mainland. It
consists of two wooden huts – one of which is open to the public on
certain days during summer, manned by volunteers. It was set up in
1900 by Marconi, and in January 1901 history was made when the
station received a signal from St Catherine’s in the Isle of Wight. Until
then, it was assumed that wireless signals could only be transmitted
between two points within the same field of vision, as in ship to shore
transmissions. This new breakthrough ushered in a whole new era of
worldwide communication – not unlike the more recent electronic mail
revolution.
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Lizard was the forerunner of the much larger wireless telegraph station
several miles away at Poldhu, and was used to test Poldhu’s early
transmissions. Morse code messages were sent and received
electro-magnetically, tapped out on keys linked to an outside aerial.
Apart from the transmitting and receiving equipment (I’ll gloss over the
technicalities), various journals and documents are on display, including a
picture of the ‘Minnehaha’ vessel, which in 1910 sent the first recorded
distress signal to a British coastal station from the Isles of Scilly – another
‘first’ for Lizard.
The Lizard station was taken over the by Post Office in 1908 and used as
a transmitting station in the First World War, before closing in 1920.
Following acquisition by the National Trust, it was restored in 2000, and
opened to the public in 2001 – 100 years after the first ‘over the horizon’
transmission had taken place.
The station is accessed by a half-mile walk along the cliff path from the
exclusive Housel Bay Hotel. It was here that Marconi stayed whilst
carrying out his experimental work and registering the Marconi company.
According to our guide, Marconi was a charming Italian gentleman with
quite an eye for the ladies, frequently entertaining them at the hotel.
Perhaps pink painted toe nails were not entirely out of place here after
all …!
- Sylvia
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Programme—March to June 2013
Please try to call the named contact for tasks at least four or five days in
advance, i.e. the Tuesday or Wednesday previous. Task contacts need to
give wardens sufficient notice of numbers expected, as well as having
time to arrange tools and materials for us. I’m sure contacts would really
appreciate it if you could let them know should you have to cancel, and
it’s not much fun waiting around in a cold car park either! It is, of course,
possible to turn up without warning (we never turn any helpers away!),
but some tasks have limits on numbers, and if the work site is changed or
if the task is for some reason cancelled, then we won’t be able to let you
know. It also helps to make sure you know exactly where you’re going
beforehand.
Please mention to the task contact if you are happy to car share.
You can refer to the pocket guide to worksites if you are unsure of how to
find them, and you can now visit the worksite page on the WYNTV
website at www.wyntv.org.uk/tasks/worksites/, which you can use to get
directions from your own home.

Please don’t forget:
Packed lunch; sturdy footwear, preferably with toe-caps; work gloves
(please let the task contact know if you don’t have any); waterproofs;
spare clothing – we can get rather muddy; sun cream – for the extra
weight in your bag it’s not worth risking it!; and insect repellent.

Wear something which is fine to get burnt, muddy or torn.

Unless the Programme states otherwise, we aim to be ready to start at
10am, usually finishing at 4pm.
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Wednesday 13th March—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Meeting in the bar of Hollywood Bowl at 7.40pm, ready to start at 8pm;
why not try your luck and be in with the chance of winning the WYNTV
Bowling Trophy? Please call Colin if you’d like to join us.
Saturday 23rd March—Railway Children Walk
Please see the preview on page 8, and call Steve if you’d like to join us for
this walk.
Sunday 24th March—TASK—Malham Tarn, Malham
Over the Spring, the RSPB and Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority
set up a viewpoint to show visitors to Malham Cove a pair of peregrine
falcons—the fastest animal on the planet—which nest here every year.
Call James and Lesley to come along to this task (not to race the birds).
****PLEASE CALL JANE IF YOU’RE GOING TO BORROWDALE****
Sunday 7th April—TASK—Marsden Moor, Marsden
The gradual re-vegetation of areas of bare peat, tackling problems of
erosion from industry, rainfall and boots, is now providing better
habitats and grazing for wildlife. Call Vinny if you’d like to come along on
the 7th.
Wednesday 10th April—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see the entry for 13th March, and call Colin if you’d like to join us.
Saturday 13th April—Copper Dragon Trip, Skipton
Please see the preview on page 9, and contact Pete if you’ll be joining us.

Sunday 21st April—TASK—Upper Wharfedale, Buckden
Some areas of ancient woodland here on the valley sides have never
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been cleared, and contain many of the same species of trees as they did
in prehistoric times. Please call Neil and Georgina to join us on this task.
Sat/Sun 27-28th April—TASK—Borrowdale, Keswick
Please let Jane know as soon as you can if you will be coming along
(preferably by the end of March, by the 12th April at the latest), so that
the ranger, Roy, can arrange suitable work, tools etc for us and so that
you get sent joining instructions and directions. To be sure of a place at
the table on Saturday evening, please let Jane know by the end of March
also.
Sunday 5th May—TASK—Upper Wharfedale, Buckden
The Dales Way, which the group are completing in a series of day walks,
runs through this property. For a chance to revisit an earlier stretch,
please call Steve to come on this task.
Wednesday 8th May—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see the entry for 13th March, and call Colin if you’d like to join us.
Sunday 12th May—CANAL BOAT TRIP—Pete
Please see the preview on page 9, and call Pete if you’d like to join us.
Friday 17th May—AGM—Chris and Fiona’s, Guiseley
Important decisions will be made and very important natter will be
nattered about; a combined business and social event where you can
have your say in how the group is run. Everyone is welcome (and
especially donations of food/drink); just call Chris and Fiona and
remember to ask for directions if you need them. Kick-off is at 7.30pm.
Sunday 19th May—TASK—East Riddlesden Hall, nr Keighley
It is said that within the tea rooms, there is the spirit of a mother and
two young boys, one of whom supposedly drowned in the pond. Some
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mornings, items have moved from the tea room and can be found in
various locations throughout the room. Call Colin to come along.
Sunday 2nd June—Nostell Priory, nr Wakefield
The gardens here come to life from March onwards, with a superb show
of flowers. Tree-lined walks wind round the two lakes, leading to the 18th
century menagerie garden. Call Steve if you’d like to join us for this task.
Wednesday 5th June—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see the entry for 13th March, and call Colin if you’d like to join us.
Friday 21st June—Pub Meal, The New Inn at Scarcroft
Please see the preview on page 9, and call Pete if you’d like to come
along.
Sunday 30th June—Brimham Rocks, Summerbridge nr Harrogate
Visiting climbers have the pick of over 400 recognised climbs here, and
abseiling (one of the Trust’s ‘50 Things To Do…’) is popular too. Please
call Colin to join us for this task.

Task Dates for the rest of 2013
14 July: Hardcastle

20 October: Malham

8 September: Malham

2-3 November: Cragside

15 September: East Ridd

17 November: Brimham

22 September: Beningbrough

1 December: Rievaulx

6 October: Marsden

15 December: Hardcastle

13 October: Upper Wharfedale
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Task Record—November 2012 to March 2013
3-4th November—Cragside—17 (Sat) 12 (Sun) volunteers
Photos: Geoff (2), Margaret T (1) and Steve (3,4,5,6); Report: Pete

For the third year running we
returned to our wonderful adopted
(and ever growing) clearing. You
will remember that in the previous
two years we had worked on two
different clearings, which we finally
connected by clearing a pathway
between the two at the end of our
2011 visit. At the end of the 2011
visit, Ian Fletcher, the warden,
promised that this year we would
be able to work in the same area
and widen this small junction to
produce one large area. This year’s
target area is shown by the yellow
dotted circle on the Google-map
overhead shot below.

(1)

(2)

A mighty crowd of eighteen of us
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(3)
gathered on the Saturday morning,
after the obligatory stop to take
pictures of the lake which, on such a
still morning, was an almost perfect
mirror. Once on site (and after
negotiating the secret path up to the
clearings) we split into two groups (and
hence two fires), located either side of
the target area. The morning passed in
a flurry of cutting and dragging, while a
few of us tried to nurse the two fires
through their early life. As is always the way, the fires took some time to
get established. At the start only small twigs can be used, which contrasts
(4)

with later in the day when whole trees can go on and are burnt almost
instantaneously: rhodies burn very hot. The amount that can be burnt
therefore goes up exponentially, with the cutters holding sway early in
the day, but with the fire stackers catching up later on.
Lunch was taken in the new storytelling area built for the wild camps that
are put on in the main clearing to introduce kids to the outdoors. This
was a much more extensive structure compared to last year, looking very
much like a wigwam with the top sliced off. Steve bought a few burning
logs in with him from the fire which made a very cosy and a nice spot for
17
lunch.

(5)
After lunch the
fires burnt really
hot and the
rhodies fell like
rain. We stopped
loading the fires at
around 3pm, and
then had the
traditional mellow
hour around the
fire topped off with
Steve’s traditional
sparklers. This year, we had our first ever sparkler relay, with the last
sparkler being passed rapidly around the circle so everyone could share
it.
The Sunday morning was an even better day, very frosty first thing (cue
more pictures of the lake for the photographers) and then clear and
sunny all morning. The two huge
(6)
piles of ash were still hot underneath
and in no time at all were roaring
away. More cutting and burning
ensued. By the end of the morning
all the middle section had been
removed and the two clearings were
now well and truly one. Removing
the rhodies allows the natural
woodland to shine through and come
into its own. With the autumn
sunshine coming through the golden
leaved (natural) trees the whole area
was an absolute delight and a worthy
testament to our effort over the last
three years.
The warden, Ian Fletcher, told us that
just to the south of our newly
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enlarged clearing is the largest area of natural woodland on the property.
Linking up our clearing to that area is a possible target for this year, when
we return in early November.
Hope to see you there. It is a magical space.

11th November—Hardcastle Crags—15 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Neil

The day began with an explanation
from Drew of the day’s task. We
were to move a large number of
recently-felled birch logs from a
steep slope just above Hollin Hall,
down to an access track where
Drew would collect them using a
tractor equipped with lifting gear.
The wood is to be used in a new

biomass boiler at Hollin Hall, to
provide heating and hot water.
Drew then went on to demonstrate
the use of various rather dangerouslooking pieces of equipment: timber
tongs (for lifting and carrying logs—
most effective on those of smaller
diameter), slings (for larger-diameter
logs), and chains (which allow the
larger logs to be ‘belayed’ from above,
thus preventing accidents). An early
comment from Pete that we would
‘have it all finished by lunchtime’
proved to somewhat over-optimistic,
but work nevertheless proceeded 19

quickly, and fortunately without
mishap. Some of the larger logs
did prove troublesome, especially
as these seemed to be situated
on the higher parts of the slope.
The problem was compounded by
the fact that the ground became
progressively more muddy as the
day went on.
By mid-afternoon, there only
remained a small number of logs
below the track, which were inevitably more difficult to move, due to the
necessity of bringing them uphill. However, we were advised by Drew
that these could be left, as he
had been able to arrange for a
horse to come to the property
to move the heaviest logs
(finally, somebody who can outperform even Steve!).

18th November—Rievaulx Terrace—12 volunteers
Photos: Margaret T (1), Steve (2) ; Report: Martin

Rievaulx Revealed
In November last year, our task at Rievaulx was blanketed in thick mist.
Not this year! Frosty and cold, but still and clear with brilliant sunshine,
this was perfect weather for tasking.
A variety of jobs for our twelve volunteers today. For the nimble-footed,
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an expedition to the steep wooded (1)
slopes armed with bowsaws and
loppers, in search of sycamore trees.
A lot of these have been cut down
previously, but consider themselves
just to have been coppiced and the
stumps are regenerating new
branches. The slopes were a bit
slippery too, as Issy could later
testify when she hobbled back with
a twisted knee (but no lasting
damage, hopefully).
Also a bonfire, which was ideal on a
day like this. But not the usual huge
inferno that we sometimes build at
places like Cragside, because the
area is quite small and head gardener Nick Fraser was quite insistent that
his workshop should remain uncharred. There was a lot of brash to burn,
so this kept us busy all day. We also managed to get the fire going without firelighters, which Nick and his assistant Mark do not like using. Perhaps we should try not to, as well – but I’ll probably change my mind
when I’m struggling to light the next fire on a wet and windy day!
(2)

And on the Terrace itself, with just a
hint of warmth from the sunshine in
the middle of the day, there were
wooden seats and benches to be
wire-brushed and re-oiled in
preparation for next year. Our labours
were interrupted only by a brief
photo call for Nick’s blog, which you
can follow on Twitter
@RievaulxTerrace (hope I’ve got that
right, I don’t tweet personally!).
The view from Rievaulx Terrace is
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rather special on a clear day. A photo that I took several years ago is
currently the wallpaper on my computer. Let’s hope for a similar day next
year.

2nd December—Brimham Rocks—14 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Georgina and Neil

Georgina: On a bright, clear and cold morning, we were offered a choice
of two tasks—dismantling a dry stone wall and erecting a temporary
fence, or putting up posts for the property’s Christmas trail.
I had fairly swiftly decided on dismantling the wall; partly as I thought I
would feel more comfortable destroying something and partly in the
hope I would warm up a little sooner!
The wall in question was in need of repair, and so in preparation for this
we were asked to lay out the stones very roughly according to size, so
that it would be easier to construct when the time came. It did mean,
however, that the boundary between the Trust land and the land
belonging to a private landowner needed to be marked in some way—
which was why we were erecting a temporary fence. Being the superefficient group that we are, we soon got that small job out of the way
and moved on to removing some posts from the property’s Discovery
Trail. These were in need of some TLC and so were being taken in for
some attention.
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The ground being uncooperatively
frozen did rather slow things down, and
so we forgave the other group for
perhaps not being quite so productive
as ourselves (as Neil was in this other
group, I have no qualms about making
such unfair remarks!).
Neil: This second group was tasked with
the erection of a number of marker
posts for the property’s Christmas trail
(see photo). These had been handpainted in the style of an Advent

calendar by one of the property
volunteers, and were to be
situated at various points along
the path leading from the car
park to the Visitor Centre.
Apparently, no less a person
than Father Christmas himself
was to be in residence in the
lead-up to the big event, and he
required suitable signage to
make his presence known to the
younger visitors.
In all, twelve posts were to be put in, and our team of four quickly and
skillfully completed the task, although inevitably such small numbers led
to the task taking longer than normal. We even had to contend with
derisive comments from members of the other group, despite the fact
the ‘quirky’ angle of one or two of the posts was entirely in accordance
with our instructions. After all, who goes to Brimham Rocks to see
geometric perfection?!
Georgina: After lunch we were once again allowed to burn things.
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Brash was collected from behind
the shed and ceremoniously
incinerated whilst we smiled and
remarked to each other how much
we seem to enjoy such destructive
activities. As one last treat, we
enjoyed the first airing (for 2012)
of Vinny’s Christmas cracker jokes,
which seems a nice way to sign off:
Q: What does Santa propose a
toast to at Christmas dinner?
A: Your very good elf!

16th December—Nostell Priory—23 volunteers

Photos: Steve (1), Geoff (2) and Margaret T (3); Report: Vinny

It was a cold but dry winter’s day – ideal for burning, feasting and a little
bit of physical activity.
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We were met in the car park by Mike, the new Parkland Ranger who
confirmed that we would be burning rhodie in Top Park Wood.
The day would contain all of the
elements required for a great
WYNTV task: a walk; likelihood of
burning big lumps of stuff; a good
feast; and good company (of
course)!

(1)

The fire-starting team had a lift
from Mike in the truck to the work
site, whilst the rest of us walked to
the wood. When we eventually
found the worksite, we found that
three fires had already been
expertly started for us. We split
into three (non-competitive) teams
and set to work dragging the
pre-cut lengths of rhodie to the fire
sites.
We were working in an area to the
west of the caravan park - eighteen months ago a team of long-term
unemployed had cut
(2)
down and dug out
most of the rhodies in
this area. Our task was
to drag, dissect and
burn the dried out
rhodie remains.
At lunchtime we broke
for our traditional
Xmas buffet – an
excellent spread of
bought and homemade festive treats.
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Thanks again to Steve and Jenny for all their hard work in making this
event such a success.
Having cleared the rhodie from the three-fire area of the wood and raked
around the fires, we all wandered happily back to the car park. Happy
Xmas one and all!
(3)

6th January—Nostell Priory—15 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Steve

The beginning of a New Year, but we were stating off as we had finished
the last, back at Nostell, for more of the same. Happily, more of the same
meant more rhodies to be burnt and hence more bonfires. The perfect
task for a cold January day although, as in December, the sun shone
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down on us after
what had been a
miserable wet
week.
For what I believe
was the first time,
we were working
today without a
warden. Paul Dibb,
the Outdoors
Manager,
apologised for not
being able to work
with us, but was
more than happy that he could leave us to work on our own. After the
task he emailed to say, ‘pass on my thanks to all who volunteered, we are
extremely grateful for all the work you guys do for us.’
Despite all the work we’d done in December there was still plenty of
rhodies to be burnt so we split into two groups with fires at either end of
the wood to be closest to the
remaining piles of already cut
rhodies.
First to light the fires and, with
’50 Things’ in mind, John
Shackleton proved to be our
very own fire starter creating
flames without the use of
matches or a lighter. All that
was needed was a Swiss Army
Fire Steel and some cotton
wool. Strangely for a Swiss
Army product it only has one
function, but perhaps I’m being
a bit unfair as making fire isn’t
a bad one.
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Work progressed steadily, apart from the usual fight trying to wrestle the
grotesquely twisted branches from each other, (what is it they do when
no one is looking to get so intertwined?), it was a simple task of grabbing
a branch, taking it to the fire, and throwing it on from an ever increasing
distance with the ready supply of fuel leading to the fires steadily
growing and taking on their usual towering form.
It was soon lunchtime, no
Christmas fare this time, but
Pete had come equipped with
crumpets and a toasting fork.
Building big fires is great for
burning rhodies but not so
good when your toasting fork
is only a foot long, but not to
be beaten, the fork was bound
to a long stick and it was
crumpets, with lashings of
butter, all round. Thank you
Pete.
More of the same in the
afternoon and after ensuring
that the fires were left
completely safe another task
came to an end in the fading
evening light. Constructive tasks can be very gratifying but I do enjoy
spending the day outdoors, doing something that doesn’t require too
much thought. Tasks when you can switch off, relax and enjoy the
surroundings; and go home feeling satisfyingly tired, looking forward to a
good nights sleep.
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3rd February—Nunnington Hall—17 volunteers
Photos: Geoff (1), Margaret T (2), and Steve (3); Report: Peter

It was an overcast day, but with none of the forecast rain.
Nick split our group into three work parties. Nine of us went to the
overflow car park with Nick to spread twenty tonnes of hard core along
the entrance from the gate into the car park itself. This area had
become badly eroded and muddy at its edges. Amazingly it only took
until 12 noon to spread the huge mound of hard core.
Two people worked in the Cuttings Garden, with Lizzie, the Engagement
Gardener, to prune, cut
back, weed and generally
tidy up the fruit cage and
other parts of the
garden.
The remaining
volunteers went with
Mark to create a path to
direct visitors from the
bridge from the car park
round towards the house
(1)
entrance. The current
path (not current
anymore!) sent people in the direction of the back yard. The idea is that
the new path will guide visitors round the hedge towards the front of the
house, giving a better introduction, rather than approaching via a view of
the biomass generator and workshops. This was quite a technical job that
involved removing the turf carefully so that it could be re-laid where the
previously current path ran. Then a layer of topsoil had to be removed,
to give room for the hardcore and gravel to form the new path.
At lunchtime we all met up in the house yard where we were joined by
three peafowl (two males and one female). The birds were obviously
feeling peckish (sorry), as they were very interested in our sandwiches.
Nick tried to shoo them away, but they kept coming back.
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(2)
After eating lunch we
achieved two of the ’50
things…’ [Ed: we later
realised that neither of
these were in fact ‘50
Things’; nevertheless,
I’m sure they were fun!]
Pete jumped in a puddle
– twice - ‘cos the
assembled
photographers did not
get an acceptable
picture the first time (or perhaps he enjoyed it the first time and he was
wearing overtrousers.) Then several of us played Pooh Sticks on the
bridge over the Rye. This was also captured by the photographers.
After the lunch break the two gardeners returned to the Cutting Garden
and the ‘car park team’ joined
the ‘path team’. By the end of (3)
the day the enlarged ‘path
team’ had removed the turf
from the ‘new’ path, removed
the topsoil, laid an anti-weed
membrane and started laying
hardcore and gravel. AND the
team removed the old path
and got partway through
re-turfing where the old path
had been.
Nick was very pleased with
the amount and quality of the
work we had done. It was a
super, fulfilling task (and very
hard work).

30

11th February—East Riddlesden Hall—15 volunteers
Photos: Steve (1,2,3) and Colin (4); Report: Colin, Georgina and Margaret H

Margaret: Tasks were many and varied (as usual!). The weather was
awful; steady sleety rain all day.
I feel our team got the best option as far as tasks went. Sylvia, Sandra
and I took ourselves to
(1)
the Great Barn to rub
down and teak oil the
benches that are situated
around the gardens.
It was a good task as we
were able to keep dry. It
was rather cold though as
there was a chilly wind
blowing through the
barn.
Both doors were opened
in order to give us some
light. It was still rather
precarious lugging a very
heavy bench through the
gloom to the door. Many
cries of ‘Watch out
there’s a dip there’ or ‘Take care, this bits lumpy!’
Benches were duly given a good rub down and then coated with teak oil.
I did seem to be in the minority but I do love the smell of the oil!
They were then replaced in the barn with much muttering of ‘Veer to the
left’. Mind the pot hole you fell down last time!’ etc.
Finally I must thank Sandra for her glorious buns (moist or otherwise!) they made my lunchtime.
Georgina: The second task of the day was to repair the path from the
Hall to the road to/from the car parks. Over the winter the path had
become very uneven and was looking rather tired, and needed some
hard core and gravel to even things up a bit. Stuart and Vinny set to
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(2)
removing water from the
path, and compacting the
hard core which was being
brought over in
wheelbarrows. Meanwhile,
the top end outside the Hall
was tidied up with rakes and
a bit of extra gravel. Soon
enough we could spread the
magic ‘one pebble thick’ layer
of gravel over the main
section of path evened up by
the hard core, and the path
looked good as new.
Part-way through the
morning some of us even got
a brief respite from the
snow/rain to help Mike move one of the beds in the Hall (I was hoping
we could take a little more time over it than we did, but I suppose I didn’t
want to get too comfortable!).
Colin: Increasingly wet weather and increased visitor numbers had taken
their toll on the grass at the end of the Starkey Wing to the point where
it was clear, especially at the pinch point where the gates lead into the
formal garden, that repair was no longer viable. Therefore it was decided
to lay a new path. We lifted the turf, dug out the soil, put edging boards
in place, laid hardcore and compacted it with a whacker plate kindly lent
and delivered by the Lisa and Sophie, the rangers at Brimham Rocks. A
top dressing of 10mm gravel was then applied. We could only lay threequarters of the hardcore and about half the gravel on Sunday because
surprise, surprise, we ran out! However, Jill ordered another builders’
bag of each and Nick and I finished the job (easy for us as all the
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(3)
preparation had
been done) the
following Thursday.
Jill’s verdict: ‘It’s
marvellous’. Now
the path is finished,
the muddy area of
what should be
grass at the end of
it will be prepared,
taped off and
seeded; and the small rectangle between it and the Starkey Wing will be
planted with ground cover
(4) The path after being
plants.
finished the following
Thanks to Nick for the
week
cakes.
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Cragside, November (Steve)

Hardcastle Crags, November (Steve)

Rievaulx, November (Geoff)

Nostell, December (Margaret T)

Nunnington, February
Brimham, December (Steve)

(Steve)
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East Ridd, February (Steve)

Bowling News
Mark is in China for work, so has asked me to write the bowling page on this
occasion, so apologies for the lack of his usual in-depth analysis. The final league
table stands as follows:
NAME

G

B

A

H

C

P

Sandi Gibson

4

143

115

105

85.6%

220

Paul Gibson

7

155

130

89

89.6%

219

Paul Bennett

24

159

131

83

89.5%

214

Steve Ellis

14

162

116

98

84.6%

214

Sandra Somers

14

115

95

117

91.2%

212

Neil Collins

6

138

95

113

84.3%

208

Jo Puttock

12

114

93

114

91.8%

207

James Deacon

10

154

119

83

87.9%

202

Peter Clark

6

152

130

70

91.4%

200

Colin Fowler

31

183

148

50

86.8%

198

Georgina Collins

4

110

93

95

89.8%

188

Martin Kingdom

21

166

134

49

85.8%

183

Richard Forrester

10

111

97

84

93.1%

181

G = Games played; B = Best; A = Average; H = Handicap; C = Consistency; P = Points
It was good to see two new bowlers this season: welcome to Sandi and Paul Gibson.
They obviously have ‘form’ in this area as they’ve ended up top of the table, with
Sandi winning the coveted trophy. Congratulations Sandi, and the same to Paul
Bennett for achieving a new personal best. It’s been great to see more people
bowling on a Wednesday evening recently. We still get the concessionary rate of
two games for £4.96, although I’m happy to accept £5 notes and never seem to
have any change! In case you wondered how Martin, Paul B and I manage to clock
up so many games, it’s because we also play Thursday lunchtimes on alternate
weeks. Anyone who like us has taken early retirement, or can take an extended
lunch hour, is very welcome to join us at the Merrion Centre, where it’s only £1 a
game before 12 noon. We start at 11.45am. Hope to see you there.

Colin Fowler
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