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From the Editor
Welcome to the 85th edition of the West Yorkshire National Trust
Volunteers’ newsletter.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this issue, and special
thanks to Geoff for his front cover photo of three Six-Spot Burnet Moths,
from our task at Nostell Priory in July.
Contact details for tasks, socials, and meetings
are included in a separate programme, which is
emailed to members at the same time as the
newsletter.
If you’d like to send me anything for the next
newsletter (due out at the beginning of March),
you can email me at
newsletter-editor@wyntv.org.uk.
In this issue, you will find a few
more pictures of WYNTV socials
than you may be used to. This is a very welcoming group
indeed, and the great programme of socials that we have
make new members (like myself, who joined in February of
this year)—alongside the fantastic tasks, of course—feel
like a part of the group surprisingly quickly. And, of
course, it is the feeling that you are with a group of friends
that makes the group work so well when it comes to tasks!
So, not forgetting that the focus of the group is to support
the Trust and the brilliant work it does, I also wanted to
give our socials a little more of the limelight.
Georgina
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News, Reviews and Previews
Four Million Members
No, not us; but the National Trust, which reached the 4,000,000 mark in
October, for the first time in its history. The county with the most Trust
members (outside of London) is Surrey, with a total of 180,000 members;
and International members currently account for 42,571 of Trust
memberships. The Trust first reached one million members in 1981.
Spam and Lost Emails
Two WYNTV members have recently had difficulty receiving emails sent
to them from the group.
In both instances, the problem turned out to be an over-zealous Spam
filter provided by their Internet Service Provider (ISP), BT Broadband.
This was re-directing group emails into a separate, unchecked Spam
folder.
Whether you use BT Broadband or not, if you believe you have not
received any of the group’s emails, please check your Spam folder. If you
find group emails in there, you may want to change your email’s Spam
settings. These can usually be found by logging into your ISP’s “My
Account” page and then looking for an “Email Options” page. There you
may be able to either turn off the Spam filter or alternatively, add the
group’s email address to a “White List” of approved email addresses, so
that there is less chance of group emails being classified as Spam in the
future.
If you have any questions or would like any help, please do not hesitate
to contact me, either when you next see me on a task or via email to
webdesign@wyntv.org.uk .
Stuart
Award-winning East Ridd
East Riddlesden Hall has been awarded Welcome to Yorkshire’s Small
Visitor Attraction of the Year Award 2011. The award was presented on
Monday 10th October at Doncaster Racecourse.
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Bovril Great Outdoors Revival
Thanks to funding received from Bovril, plans for East Riddlesden Hall
have been made possible and are due to be completed by November.
Dry-stone walls are to be restored, and gates with accessible paths are to
be created. A new angling club will be set up, along with a new picnic
area, and new site information will also be available for visitors.
Cragside has also benefited from Bovril funding , helping to revitalise its
lakeside landscape. Lady’s Walk around Tumbleton Lake has been
reopened, making a walk all the way round this lake possible once again.
A new recyclable boardwalk has been built, together with a fishing deck
and boathouse. The project has opened up the whole area for visitors,
and greatly improved surrounding wildlife habitats—be sure to have a
look round if you’re going to our weekend task.
Advance Notice—Borrowdale Weekend Task—28th/29th April 2012

Photo: Steve

Our annual weekend task in the spectacular and varied landscape around
Derwentwater in the Lake District. The Trust cares for much of the valley
and lakeside and we have worked on many different parts of the
property over the years, including the lake shore, Derwent Island, Friar’s
Crag, Catbells Terrace and Castlerigg Stone Circle.
We work all day Saturday and until around 1pm on Sunday. People
coming for the weekend usually meet up in Keswick on the Friday
evening (most people stay in Keswick4 which has a good selection of

accommodation). Alternatively, several people drive up early on the
Saturday and work for one day. Car sharing is usually possible.
Jane will be co-ordinating the weekend and will book a meal for the
Saturday evening. If you would like to join us for this, please let Jane
know by the end of March.
She will also need to know (by 14th April at the latest) who is coming for
the full weekend and who will come for the Saturday only, so as to send
out details of where and when to meet, and to sort out car sharing and
so on.
Contact details will be in the March programme.
Jane
Socials
Friday 2nd December—FESTIVE PUB MEAL—Calverley Arms, Leeds
The Calverley Arms is at the junction of Rodley Lane (the A657) and
Calverley Lane, on the West side of Leeds. For this meal (starting at
6.30pm), the menu is decidedly festive, and we’ll need to book our
courses in advance. Places are limited to 25, so call Pete now to avoid
disappointment (meal choices will be asked for soon). Have a look at the
menu (£18 for three courses) at:
www.vintageinn.co.uk/thecalverleyarmscalverley/christmas/festive/
Saturday 24th December—PIZZA AND TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall,
Leeds
Now in its fourth year, the plans for this popular evening are to eat at
6pm and commence bowling at 8pm. Colin will need to book a table at
Pizza Hut, and bowling lanes, so please call him by 6th December if you’d
like to go.
Sunday 1st January—New Year’s Day Walk, Ilkley
Jean and David are again hosting our traditional New Year’s Day walk.
The walk, starting at 11am, will be starting from Jean and David’s house,
around 5 or 6 miles (approx.), and followed by a buffet. Please give Jean
and David a ring a few days in advance if you’d like to come along, and
remember to ask for directions if you need them, as well as what to bring
for the buffet.
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NT Properties to Visit
Following on from the last entry back in November 2006, I thought I’d
revive the discontinued series (well, we got to number 3) of properties
from outside of West Yorkshire to feature in this (hopefully!) regular
column.
Number 1 (or 4, whichever you prefer): Wallington, Cambo, 14 miles
South of Cragside
Acquired by the Trust in 1941, this magnificent house is set in wonderful
grounds—lakes, lawns, parkland and woodland. The property dates from
1688, and was mainly occupied by the Blackett and Trevelyan families.
The central hall is decorated to look like an Italian courtyard, and
includes paintings by William Bell Scott depicting episodes in
Northumbrian history.
In the Servants’ Hall, you can see a doll’s house 6.5ft (2m) high, as well
as Mouse House, which can only be seen through two keyholes and a
mouse hole!
There is also a wildlife hide in the grounds, where you could be in with a
chance of seeing red squirrels.
Should you decide to extend your Cragside weekend, the Trust is
organising a Coffee Shop Walk at Wallington on 2nd November, and an
event on the 4th where you can see the property lit as guests to
Trevelyan parties would have done in years gone by.
The property is only 15 miles from Rothbury, and well worth a visit.
There are also a couple of unusual tours of the property in the week
following our Cragside task—go to www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wallington,
and click on the ’Events at this property’ link on the right-hand side of
the screen to see a full list of what’s going on.
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Programme—November 2011 to February 2012

Please try to call the named contact for tasks at least four or five days in
advance, i.e. the Tuesday or Wednesday previous. Task contacts need to
give wardens sufficient notice of numbers expected, as well as having
time to arrange tools and materials for us. I’m sure contacts would really
appreciate it if you could let them know should you have to cancel, and
it’s not much fun waiting around in a cold car park either! It is, of course,
possible to turn up without warning (we never turn any helpers away!),
but some tasks have limits on numbers, and if the work site is changed or
if the task is for some reason cancelled, then we won’t be able to let you
know. It also helps to make sure you know exactly where you’re going
beforehand.

Please mention to the task contact if you are happy to car share.
You can refer to the pocket guide to worksites if unsure of how to find
them, and you can now visit the worksite page on the WYNTV website at
www.wyntv.org.uk/tasks/worksites/, which you can use to get directions
from your own home.

Please don’t forget:
Packed lunch; sturdy footwear, preferably with toe-caps; work gloves (if
you have them); waterproofs; spare clothing – we can get rather muddy;
sun cream – for the extra weight in your bag it’s not worth risking it!; and
insect repellent.
Wear something which is fine to get burnt, muddy or torn.
Unless the Programme states otherwise, we aim to be ready to start at
10am, usually finishing at 4pm.
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Saturday 5th/Sunday 6th November—TASK— Cragside, nr Rothbury
If you’re going to this task you’ll have told Pete by the time you read this,
but if you aren’t going to the task then here’s where I make you feel like
you’re missing out. Bonfires! A weekend away! Fantastic weather! A
satisfied grin on your face as you make your way home! Did that work?
Remember it for next year…
Wednesday 9th November—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Everyone has an equal chance of winning the coveted WYNTV Bowling
Trophy thanks to our handicap system, so why not give it a go and see
what you’re made of. Meet in the bar of Hollywood Bowl at 7.40pm,
ready to start at 8pm, after letting Colin know that you’ll be coming.

Sunday 20th November—TASK—Rievaulx Terrace, nr Helmsley
George Villiers was the last member of the Manners family to inherit this
property, in 1632. After this promising start, however, this disreputable
character died childless and penniless. The estate was sold in 1695 for
the sum of £90,000 but was, thankfully, donated to the Trust in 1972.
Please let Peter know if you would like to come along to this task.
Friday 2nd December—FESTIVE PUB MEAL—Calverley Arms, Leeds
Please see the preview in the newsletter, and call Pete as soon as you can
as places are limited.
Sunday 4th December—TASK—Brimham Rocks, Summerbridge, nr
Harrogate
Brimham House, originally intended for use by strangers, now houses the
interesting exhibition telling you about the history
of the area, as well as the NT shop where you can
get an emergency woolly hat should you forget
yours—after, of course, letting Steve know that
you’ll be coming along.
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Wednesday 7th December—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see entry for 9th November, and call Colin if you’ll be turning up.
Sunday 18th December—TASK—Nostell Priory, nr Wakefield
The fourteen state rooms of the house are decorated with delicate
hand-painted Chinese wallpapers, fine porcelain and paintings. You
probably won’t see any of it, though. Please call Steve if you’d like to help
maintain this wonderful property.
Saturday 24th December—PIZZA AND TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall,
Leeds
Please see the preview in the newsletter, and contact Colin by 6th
December to come along.
——2012——
Sunday 1st January—NEW YEAR’S DAY WALK—Ilkley
Please see the preview in the newsletter, and let Jean
and David know if you’d like to come by calling them a
few days in advance.
Wednesday 4th January—TENPIN BOWLING—Kirkstall, Leeds
Please see entry for 9th November, and call Colin if you’ll be turning up.
Sunday 8th January—TASK—Beningbrough Hall and Gardens, nr York
The Hall was built by local carpenter-architect William Thornton, who
was also responsible for the wonderful woodcarvings which frequently
act as frames to the many portraits of the house. It’s nice to know that
some Thorntons are now helping to look after it —they’re the task
contacts. Please call Geoff and Margaret if you’d like to come along.
Sunday 22nd January—TASK—Nostell Priory, nr Wakefield
Something you may be able to see on a task here is the work on the new
stableblock, which is being transformed into a new visitor welcome area
and is due to be complete by spring this year. To come and help out with
work elsewhere, please give Vinny a ring.
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Thursday 26th January—COMMITTEE MEETING—Chris and Fiona’s
House, Guiseley
Everyone’s welcome to this meeting, which is informal whilst also
beginning promptly, at 8pm. When business is over, there’s chance for a
natter and a cup of tea— call Chris and Fiona, to let them know if you’ll
be coming.
Sunday 29th January—TASK—East Riddlesden Hall, Keighley
The Hall was virtually empty when it was saved from dereliction in the
1930s, by the Briggs brothers of Keighley. If you’d like to help spruce the
property up in time for the house reopening in February, then please call
Margaret H.
Sunday 5th February—TASK—Nunnington Hall, nr York
The first Nunnington Hall was mentioned in the thirteenth century, and
the site has had many different families as owners. The last owner, Mrs.
Fife, donated the property to the Trust in 1953. If you’d like to attend,
Peter is the contact for this task.
Sunday 19th February—TASK—East Riddlesden Hall, Keighley
If you’d like to help with last-minute preparation for the full opening of
this property, please give David a call. Perhaps it will encourage you to
take a look around the house—not until you’ve helped out, though!
Thursday 23rd February—INDOOR FLAT GREEN BOWLS—John Charles
Centre, South Leeds
This great game should not be missed—play is from 7pm-9pm, and Pete
is the contact for this if you’d like to come along. Please call him if you’d
like to give this game a go.
Task Dates for the rest of 2012
4/3: Brimham
8/7: Nostell
14/10: Upper Wharfedale
18/3: Marsden
22/7: Brimham
26-28/10: Cragside
1/4: Malham
19/8: Beningbrough
11/11: Hardcastle
28-29/4: Borrowdale
2/9: Malham
18/11: Rievaulx
13/5: Upper Wharfedale
19/9: East Ridd
2/12: Brimham
10/6: Hardcastle
30/9: Marsden
16/12: Nostell
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Task Record—July to October 2011
3rd July—Brimham Rocks—17 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Steve

A gloriously sunny Sunday that made you glad to have made the effort to
get out of bed and into the picturesque Dales countryside.
Today was our first task working with Lisa Rigby, the new warden. Lisa
previously worked as a Countryside Ranger for Brighton and Hove City
Council, on sites both around
the city and on the chalk
grasslands and woodlands of
the South Downs. As well as
the practical side of the job,
which included working with
sheep (good practice?), the
position also included
community work with local
groups and schools.
We were working in and
around the ponds where a year previously we had built some dipping
platforms. The task was split into three areas, widening and removing silt
from the existing ponds, the removal of birch scrub in the wetlands
around the ponds, and that
Brimham favourite of bracken
pulling.
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We had widened some areas
of the ponds on the previous
visit, and the warden had
been worried that this may
have had a detrimental effect
on the wildlife. However, visits
by groups and also our—very

important—pond dipping trials during the day proved that there was
indeed plenty of wildlife to be found. To prove the point beyond doubt,
during the morning, a dragonfly larva decided it was the perfect moment
to transform into a beautiful yellow/green adult.
A well earned lunch was taken in the shade of the trees, a very peaceful
spot were I, at least, could have happily whiled away the rest of the
afternoon. However, there was still work to be done and by the end of
the day, despite working out in the full sunshine, the scrub removers had
managed to fill the trailer to overflowing, and a large area of the
surrounding woodland had been cleared of bracken.
All the hard work in the heat definitely meant that an ice cream had
been well and truly earned. (I’m still trying to justify my second.)

17th July—Marsden Moor—12 volunteers
Photos: Steve (1,3,5) and Kate (2,4); Report: Kate

On a distinctly (un)Summer’s day, the group volunteers were joined at
Marsden Moor by four volunteer plant experts from the Marsden Survey
Team and assistant warden Alyssa.
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Our task today was something a little different – to carry out a vegetation
survey on the estate to assess the impact of exclosures in protecting
fenced off areas.
After booting up, we gathered in the estate office for a short briefing.
The survey team had prepared a laminated field guide that they were
keen to try out. This contained descriptions and photos of all the plants
we were likely to come across on
1
the moor.
After splitting
2
into groups, we
departed for the
study area. This
was five
minutes’ drive
away at Pule Hill,
where an area
had been fenced off for fifteen years to allow the plants
to recover and grow unhindered by grazing animals and
trampling feet.
In the morning, we were familiarising ourselves with the
guide and the plants, simply trying to identify as many
Sheeps Sorrel
different species as possible within the exclosure. After
around an hour, we were all thoroughly drenched and decided to head
back to the
estate office 3
for an early
lunch and to
see if the rain
would pass
over. A hot
cup of tea
was a
welcome
break from
13

the wilds of the moor.

4
Miniature mosses and
lichens

In the afternoon, the aim was to carry out a more
scientific study of the area. We had an introduction
to the National Vegetation Classification system
(NVC), and each group was issued with a recording
sheet. The intention was to identify different
strands within the enclosure, and then to record
both the diversity and abundance of species within
a two-metre square. Once back at the site, groups
were dispatched to study and record areas that
were broadly labelled “reed”, “heather”, “grass”
and “moss”.

The rain did not ease in the afternoon – if anything, it was becoming
more persistent and was made all the more penetrating by the strong
wind. We had wanted to carry out a comparative study outside the
exclosure, but this wasn’t feasible in the conditions. Instead, we settled
for a short walk and visual survey of the differences between the
vegetation types.
The weather was not kind to us, but although it dampened our clothes, it
did not dampen our spirits. Though some in the group would prefer more
physical tasks such as pulling weeds, this was a task with a difference
that was both interesting and educational.
5
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31st July—Nostell Priory—14 volunteers
Photos: Geoff (1,3) and Margaret T(2); Report: Peter

Fourteen volunteers gathered 1
at the car park for an
introductory talk by
Ian (Vinny) Vincent. Vinny is a
dab hand at supervising the
group at ragwort pulling, as he
did it last year. The weather
was very warm and humid,
sometimes sunny and hot.
Ragwort is one of five
‘Notifiable’ weeds, as defined in the Weeds Act of 1959. It causes
damage to the liver of hoofed animals - the leaves of the plant taste
bitter, so older animals will not eat it unless all other grazing has gone.
However, younger animals may eat it. Also, when the meadows are
mowed for hay, any ragwort will be mixed with the grasses and wild
flowers, and animals will be
unable to avoid it. So the
plants need to be controlled
in pasture and hay meadows
like Nostell Park.
Ragwort is not all bad (see
2 Nick Fraser’s article in
Newsletter 79). The plant is
the specific food plant for the
Cinnabar moth caterpillar. It
is also a useful source of late
summer nectar for bees, hoverflies, butterflies and other moths. We
have cleared ragwort at Nostell for a few years now. The theory is that
constant pulling will reduce the amount to be pulled in subsequent years
– but I think we have more years’ work yet! The method is to pull the
plants up by their roots and stuff them into bin liners for later disposal.
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We split into two groups. The larger group worked their way through Low
Vista down to the Ha-Ha, and then through Sheep Wash to Obelisk Field.
A smaller group cleared up any ragwort in the picnic area and field
leading up to the car park close by the stable block. We soon got our
eyes ‘tuned in’ to spotting the distinctive yellow flowers and pulling them
up. The ground was very dry in places and seemed to hold the plants in a
vice-like grip - we got plenty of exercise!
We had lunch at the Obelisk, a pyramid shaped lodge. Sandra provided
us with birthday cake (fruit cake with icing – yummy!) and Vinny had
baked batches of three different cakes (also yummy!). No chance of
burning up more calories than consumed!
In the afternoon we worked in Foulby Park. Vinny had explained that,
when they created the new car park in Church Field they removed a lot
of top soil, which they spread out in Foulby Park. Quite a number of
ragwort seeds made the trip too. As we walked through the gate:

3

‘… all at once we saw a
crowd,
A host of golden
RAGWORT;…’

Sorry Mr. Wordsworth, but that’s what it was like. Well the group likes a
challenge, so we set to pulling ragwort and filling bin bags.
At about 3.30pm Vinny called a halt. By that time we had cleared three
quarters of the Park and had corralled the remaining ragwort into a
16

single section of the field. It could be that Vinny was taking pity on us
having worked through the heat and humidity of the day, but more
probably he wanted to leave a manageable chunk of work for another
group to get their teeth into. They will be doing a sweep in a couple of
weeks. Vinny reckons we filled about seventy bin bags. A good day’s
work.

14th August—Malham Tarn—CANCELLED
Unfortunately this task had to be cancelled due to a popular charity walk,
which would have made the area extremely busy, but ever-resourceful
Ian (Vinny) Vincent soon lifted the spirits with…

14th August—Nostell Priory—6 volunteers
Report: Neil

The (almost) last-minute cancellation of the Malham task looked set to
leave some of us at a loose end on the Sunday in question. Thankfully,
Vinny came to our rescue with the irresistible offer of more ragwort
pulling (and home-made buns!) at Nostell. How could we refuse?
Having been unable to attend the previous Nostell task, I was very
impressed when Vinny showed us the area of the field from which the
ragwort had already been removed. There was still plenty left to keep us
occupied, though!
We quickly set to work, and thankfully found the ragwort fairly
easy to remove, only occasionally requiring the assistance of a fork. The
weather was hot, though, which did slow the pace a little.
Vinny’s homemade buns were enjoyed by all at lunchtime, although our
enjoyment was shortened by the farmer’s arrival and request to cut the
few square yards of grass on which our cars were parked.
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Altogether, we managed to clear around half of the remaining area of
ragwort, approximately forty bags, according to Vinny, to whom many
thanks are due for arranging this task at such short notice.

21st August—Beningbrough Hall—5 volunteers
Photos: Geoff (1,2) and Margaret T(3); Report: Geoff

Only five stalwarts turned up for the task at Beningbrough on what
turned out to be a glorious day.
1

Our first job was to spread a thin
layer of gravel on each end of
the path that runs along the
back of the house. Weeds had
been previously sprayed and a
covering of fresh gravel soon
improved the appearance.

2

After lunch we worked in
the lovely walled garden.
We applied a mulch of wood
chippings along the back of
the lavender bed and round
the raspberry canes. To help
keep the weeds at bay, we
first had to cut and fit mulch
matting round the raspberry
canes before applying the
wood mulch. Mark said that
the chippings had come from a tree which had been felled on the estate
earlier in the year.
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3

11th September—East Riddlesden Hall—11 volunteers
Report: Margaret H

I will, and bear with me, go on a little preamble before I get down to the
basics of the task.
I haven’t been to a task for ages (price of petrol and things to do with
Frank being the main causes!). It was so lovely to see good friends again
and meet new members.
It was especially nice to see Sue and Colin there at lunchtime. Lovely to
catch up on all the family gossip, Sue!
It was sad not to see Jill there as her father had died recently. I’m sure I
speak for all of us in saying that all our love and support is sent to her.
Many thanks to Nick for supplying the lovely cakes at lunchtime. Much
appreciated by us all.
On to the task, which was raking the bank. There didn’t seem to be as
19

much grass as usual. Maybe that was because I skived off halfway
through to pick up fallen apples in the Formal garden! We were told of an
enormous wasp’s nest lurking in the heaps of grass. Nick showed us
where it was and had done a marvellous job of treating it. I heard no
reports of anyone being stung, thank goodness!
The weather was fine but blustery, as we found out when raking the
grass maze. Our carefully piled heaps of fine grass were soon blowing
away but, thanks to the swift action of the barrowers, they were soon
carted away to the bonfire.
After lunch we barrowed leaf mould from behind the Airedale Barn to
the compost heaps. Some of this has already been put to good use in the
Wild garden, so thanks everyone for making my Tuesday mornings down
at the Hall much easier.
Good tasks, good friends and a good chat. Thanks everyone, and see you
soon.

25th September—Upper Wharfedale—14 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Lesley

Fourteen volunteers met at Buckden car park on
a gloomy wet day to await the arrival of the warden Peter. Our task for the day was to construct
stock-proof tree guards in a nearby meadow.
First Peter showed us some he had made earlier,
and outlined how they were made. Our guards
were to be placed in front of a new barn so that
the trees planted inside them would grow to
screen the barn. Although it was wet, and
visibility was poor, Peter confidently predicted
that it would clear by 11.30am. Amazingly it did,
and by the afternoon there were wonderful
views down Wharfedale.
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Before we made a start Peter explained where
he wanted the guards (four in all) to be placed,
and the basics of how to make them. This was
followed by a demonstration of how to knock
in the corner posts with the “basher”. There
must a proper name for this piece of
equipment but I don't know it and, besides, as
a very short person I did not use it either! Hard
hats were to be worn at all time when using
this, of course. Those who had been on the
tree guard task last year were relieved that the
ground this time was soft (and even wet in places) rather than the stony
ground that they had encountered there.
Then it was up to us to assemble the guards from the materials Peter had
provided for us. It wasn't as simple as it had seemed when looking at the
finished items, and throughout the day there was much discussion about
measurements and techniques – some of it
actually useful to the task!
Some of us set to sawing the planks for the
rails, while others knocked the posts in. The
main frames were soon in place and then
the really tricky and time-consuming part of
attaching the stock wire and three single
strands of wire began. This was managed
with the aid of wire tensioners, plenty of staples and the cunning wire
twisters purchased by Colin after the previous tree guard task. Not
surprisingly the wire twisters were used to twist the wire ends round the
other end of the wire – crucial for both preventing injury to animals and
making it look neat and tidy. If you are interested in the actual
construction process you can find a detailed description in the July 2010
newsletter.
As an added extra a small group who finished their guard first spent
some time clearing stones from an enclosed area that was also to be
planted with trees. For their efforts they
were rewarded with an
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impromptu sheep dog display as the
farmer moved some sheep from the field
to another further down the road.
After a great team effort (just how many
volunteers does it take to finish off one
guard?) the final one was finished and all
met with Peter's approval. All that now
remains is for someone (Peter?) to climb
inside the guards and plant the trees and
the job will be complete.

9th October—Malham Tarn and Estate—11 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Jane

The last stretch
Of boardwalk replacement, that is. We have worked on the boardwalk
around the National Nature Reserve (NNR) at
Malham Tarn on several occasions over the
years, originally helping to construct it in
wood, then repairing it and, more recently,
replacing sections of it with boards made from
recycled plastic. This is an environmentally
friendly option that has double the life of wood
and needs less ongoing maintenance. It is also
safer as it is inherently non-slip – a major
improvement as all of us who slipped and slid
our way along the remaining stretch of
wooden planks on a very wet Sunday can
testify.
The warden, Tony, had set himself a target of replacing all of the old
wooden structure with the new plastic by the end of the year. With only
one stretch in the loop still to do, the biggest job remaining was to
dismantle the old wooden structure and carry out the timber by hand
(no vehicle access into the NNR – a small trolley is as mechanical as
transport gets here). This is the type22of labour-intensive job at which

WYNTV excels, as we can put a group to work and soon get it sorted.
Constructing the replacement plastic boardwalk is a job for a
small team, which Tony can tackle with his property volunteers.
We gathered that we could be working in wet conditions when Tony’s
first move was to issue wellies all round to those who had come only
with workboots! The water level in the NNR (which is a noted wetland,
for those who haven’t yet worked there) was very high, although
fortunately the boardwalk itself was not covered. Rain also fell
(horizontally) all day. It was, however, quite mild, and, once we were wet
through (this was wet that defeated all waterproofs), it really didn’t seem
to matter any more.
Tony, Roger (a property volunteer) and I started to dismantle the old
boardwalk, and the others brought in
some of the new plastic planks and
started to carry out the old ones. Soon
the usual WYNTV system emerged,
with people splitting into dismantlers,
sorters and carriers. Shortly before
lunch, with about half done, we moved
on to tackle a section over what was by
then a shallow pond – laying down a
few of the new boards loose provided
some access as the water was over
welly-tops (as I found later when a
board tipped and I, my hands full of
planks, went in – fortunately witnessed
by only a couple of people, although it’s funny how quickly everyone
seemed to know about it!).
Those who were at the pond clearing task last year will be interested to
know that the area that we cleared for the flightless Caddis fly is still
nicely clear – the ‘carriers’ passed it on every trip.
Tony called lunch with immaculate timing just before the rain really came
down. Happily it had eased up somewhat
by the time we came out again
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– it took us about another hour to finish off
the job. It must be admitted that the site
looked a lot worse when we had finished
than before we started (a sea of mud is the
best description), but it would have taken
the small property team several days to do
it. Back to the base to dry off enough for the
drive home for a very well deserved hot
shower! Funnily enough, everyone was still
smiling – do we ever grow out of playing
mudlarks?

23rd October—Hardcastle Crags—10 volunteers
Photos: Steve; Report: Neil

The day got off to a slightly ominous start, with two members cancelling
at the last minute due to illness, and Peter having to return home after
experiencing car trouble on the way over.
Things soon began to look up though (as did the weather). Drew
explained that the Trust has a new policy with the rather grand title of
‘Getting Outdoors and Closer to Nature’, for which purpose a number of
‘Easy Walks’ of around two miles
in length have been created at
various Trust properties. Our
task for the day was to install the
waymarker posts for Hardcastle’s
contribution to the project.
The trail runs from the bottom of
the car park along the track for a
short distance, before dropping
down towards the river and
Gibson Mill. It then returns to the car park using sections of the track,
and woodland paths that run above it. In total, twenty-two waymarker
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posts were required (the trail was due to open the following day, so no
pressure!).
We split into two groups, with four of us setting off to dig the holes that
had yet to be dug (nine or ten had been dug previously by the property’s
regular Thursday conservation group), the
remainder of the group installing the posts
and backfilling the holes.
We soon found that the track wasn’t quite
as easy as it had sounded at first; our group
of diggers found the ground to be rather
difficult in several places due to tree roots
and rocks, while the post installers were
struggling to find sufficient rocks with
which to stabilize the posts!
Nevertheless by 4pm, all twenty-two
waymarker posts were in position, and had
also had the waymarker discs screwed in
by Drew. (As an aside, Drew told me that the posts are made in Halifax
from recycled plastic collected in the area. It’s good to know that the
recycling schemes are a success, despite the negative publicity they may
have received in the media). All that remained to be installed by this time
was four of the seven information posts, which will tell trail users the
names of various species of tree seen on the route .These will be put in
at a later date. All was in order for the trail’s official opening the
following
day.
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Brimham, July

Nostell, July

Malham, October

Hardcastle, October
How many WYNTV-ers…? Upper Wharfedale, September

Marsden, July

Extreme26Gardening at Beningbrough, August

Bowling News
Welcome to our regular tenpin bowling review, summing up the
performances in our latest bowling season. Each season lasts four
months, and coincides with the Newsletter issues. This was season 32,
and features ten bowlers hoping to lift the coveted West Yorkshire NTV
Champion Bowler trophy. The final league table stands as follows:
Player

G

B

A

H

C

P

Colin Fowler

30

196

144

58

84.4%

202.2

Rebecca Sellers

11

123

99

103

91.3%

201.6

Martin Kingdom

28

201

147

54

85.2%

201

Mark Wilson

3

157

133

68

86.0%

201

Jon Fowler

2

100

85

115

90.0%

200

James Deacon

10

124

99

98

88.5%

197

Richard Forrester

6

126

103

92

90.1%

195

Georgina Collins

12

123

98

96

89.5%

194

Jo Puttock

14

108

83

107

92.5%

190

Neil Collins

16

108

88

101

91.8%

189

G = Games played; B = Best; A = Average; H = Handicap; C = Consistency; P = Points

A score of 200 means the average was maintained. This season most
people scored very close to their average. Normally we only present the
points rounded to the nearest whole number, but this time we had the
unprecedented situation where the two top bowlers were tied on 202
points! So the champion is for the first time decided by decimal places,
and the winner is Colin. Congratulations on winning for the 4th time.
Commiserations to Rebecca, runner up by only 0.6 points! Martin did
very well to improve on his huge average from last season, helped by
another double century score along the way. We welcomed Jon to the
bowling league this season, and look forward to seeing anyone else
interested in joining us next time. Best wishes,
Mark Wilson
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Socials
Canal Boat Trip—Sunday 4th September
Photos: Martin (1,2,4), Geoff (7,8), Margaret T (6,9,10) and Steve (3,5)
Due to the number of great photos of this trip, the report has been
abandoned in favour of a double-page spread! Enjoy...
1

2

Liz and Steve putting the group to shame
3

Stuart at the helm
5
Cheese!
4

Tea and chatter
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Another Cheese! moment

6

7

What’s been put in this?

8
The cosy interior

10

Don’t worry, we did all get back together.

9

Rocking the boat (yes, hilarious).

29

Geoff at the helm

Dales Way Part 4—Buckden to Ribblehead—Saturday 17th
ber

Septem-

Photos: Steve
What lucky readers you are! Here’s another double-page spread, this
time featuring a group of sodden but smiling walkers back in September.
Bright-eyed and bushy-tailed...

...soon to be soggy-tailed!

Where’s the nearest café?

Barn, complete with kettle and tea bags!
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Still smiling!

The scenery more than made up for the rain...
The afternoon sun was much appreciated

...and the leaping!

Instant smiles all round!
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Wait for me!

28 YEARS
www.wyntv.org.uk

The National Trust is a registered charity - 205896
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